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December 27, 2021 
 
Miss Lex Talamo 
Lady Freethinker (MEDIA) 
12405 Venice Boulevard, #390 
Los Angeles, CA 90066 

Re: FOIL Number DAM-21-12-015 

Dear Miss Talamo: 

This letter responds to your request for records under the Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) received by the 
Department of Agriculture and Markets on December 20, 2021 for “any documentation related to possible 
animal care violations filed with your office – including but not limited to complaints, inspection reports, 
investigative findings, photographs, emailed or written correspondence – regarding DAWN ANIMAL AGENCY 
(with addresses at 38 William Lain Road in Westtown, and 142 E 37th St in New York), from Jan. 1, 2018 to 
date of processing this request.* Any documentation related to the most current license or permits issued by 
your office or from other licensing agencies that are on file with your office regarding the abovementioned 
registrant, including any permits or permissions to possess exotic or species otherwise considered 
deleterious.” 

As discussed in response to a previous request, the Department is unable to search any and all Department 
records held documents by address or entity name without any criteria by which to search. Such criteria may 
include, but is not limited to, a particular Department administered program, a particular division within the 
Department, a particular license type or program, or any of the records listed in the Department’s subject 
matter list, which is available at the following link: http://agriculture.ny.gov/foil-subject-matter-list.  

As a courtesy, as it appears you seek records concerning the care and custody of animals, the Department 
conducted a diligent search of the Division of Animal Industry’s records concerning the entity and address 
identified in your request, and located the enclosed records. You may wish to contact the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation, which agency may maintain records responsive to this request. 
This agency indicates FOIL requests may be submitted to this agency using the link https://openfoil.ny.gov or 
via email at the address: access.records@dec.ny.gov. Please also note that animal welfare issues are largely 
administered by local law enforcement agencies; accordingly, you may also wish to contact the appropriate 
local law enforcement authority for the records you seek. 

You have the right to appeal this decision within thirty (30) days, if you so desire. Your appeal 
should be addressed to Stephen McGrattan, First Deputy Commissioner, at 10B Airline Drive, Albany, NY 
12235 or sent to foil@agriculture.ny.gov. If I can be of further assistance, please feel free to contact me at 518-
457-2449. 

Sincerely, 

 
Nicole D. Persaud 
Senior Attorney 

http://agriculture.ny.gov/foil-subject-matter-list
https://openfoil.ny.gov/
mailto:access.records@dec.ny.gov
mailto:foil@agriculture.ny.gov


NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND MARKETS
DIVISION OF ANIMAL INDUSTRY

10B AIRLINE DRIVE, ALBANY, NY 12235

Rating:

Page 1 of 2

CERVIDAE OPERATION REPORT - CWD SPECIAL PURPOSE HERD - AI-808

5/3/19   9:00 amDATE/TOA:

Chad WallInspector: Inspector #: 837

Purpose:

AI-808

Pending Inspection

Dawn Animal Agency
38 William Lain Rd
Westtown  NY  10998

These are the findings of an inspection of your facility on the date(s) indicated above:

1. Fences at least 8 feet in height Not Applicable

2. Fences in good repair, sufficient to prevent escape of captive cervids or entry 
of wild cervids

Not Applicable

3. Cold storage for specimens available (minimum 72 hours) Not Applicable

4. Records of all purchased additions, natural deaths, hunter harvested, 
slaughtered and escaped cervids on file

Not Applicable

5. All introduced cervids accompanied by movement permits and individually 
identified with 2 forms of officially approved identification

Not Applicable

6. All movement permits on file Not Applicable

7. Records of CWD test results on file Not Applicable

8. All CWD test eligible mortalities sampled in prior calendar year Not Applicable



AI-808 Page 2 of 2

Additional Information for Inspection: 

Cervid Species Infomation:

Species:    NA
# of Animals >= 1 Year:    3
# of Animals < 1 Year:    0

TB Examination Information:

Number of animals examined for TB lesions in prior calendar year (January 1 - December 31):    0
Number of TB samples submitted in prior calendar year (January 1 - December 31):    0
Number of animals examined for TB lesions since January 1:    0
Number of TB samples submitted since January 1:    0
Target maximum for TB examination (10% of eligible animals to maximum of 30):    1

CWD Testing Information:

Number of CWD samples submitted in prior calendar year (January 1 - December 31):    0
CWD sampling target met in prior calendar year (January 1 - December 31) (Yes, No, N/A):    N/A
Total number of CWD test eligible cervids on March 31 of current year:    3
CWD test target by December 31 of current year (10% to a maximum of 30):    1
Number of CWD samples submitted since January 1:    0

Note: All natural deaths 12 months of age and older must be tested for CWD even if such testing will exceed the 10% minimum 
requirement.

REMARKS:

owner has been in and out of the hospital and unable to meet

REVIEWED BY:
REVIEWED DATE: 05/10/2019

REPRESENTATIVE PRESENT FOR INSPECTION: Neda Brook
OwnerTITLE:

Jane Lewis



NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND MARKETS
DIVISION OF ANIMAL INDUSTRY

10B AIRLINE DRIVE, ALBANY, NY 12235

Rating:

Page 1 of 2

CERVIDAE OPERATION REPORT - CWD SPECIAL PURPOSE HERD - AI-808

7/2/19   2:00 pmDATE/TOA:

Joyce AmelsInspector: Inspector #: 67

Purpose:

AI-808

Unsatisfactory30 Inspection

Dawn Animal Agency
38 William Lain Rd
Westtown  NY  10998

These are the findings of an inspection of your facility on the date(s) indicated above:

1. Fences at least 8 feet in height Yes

2. Fences in good repair, sufficient to prevent escape of captive cervids or entry 
of wild cervids

Yes

3. Cold storage for specimens available (minimum 72 hours) Yes

4. Records of all purchased additions, natural deaths, hunter harvested, 
slaughtered and escaped cervids on file

No

2 reindeer purchased October 2017. 1 male reindeer present at inspection. When asked about female, owner 
said got rid of her. No documentation presented as to location of female reindeer .

5. All introduced cervids accompanied by movement permits and individually 
identified with 2 forms of officially approved identification

No

Unable to verify as 1 female reindeer introduced in 2017 not present.
6. All movement permits on file No

Female reindeer removed from premise without documentation.
7. Records of CWD test results on file No

Last recorded death in 2016 not CWD tested.
8. All CWD test eligible mortalities sampled in prior calendar year Not Applicable

No deaths in prior year



AI-808 Page 2 of 2

Additional Information for Inspection: 

Cervid Species Infomation:

Species:    Whitetail / Reindeer
# of Animals >= 1 Year:    2
# of Animals < 1 Year:    0

TB Examination Information:

Number of animals examined for TB lesions in prior calendar year (January 1 - December 31):    2
Number of TB samples submitted in prior calendar year (January 1 - December 31):    0
Number of animals examined for TB lesions since January 1:    0
Number of TB samples submitted since January 1:    0
Target maximum for TB examination (10% of eligible animals to maximum of 30):    N/A

CWD Testing Information:

Number of CWD samples submitted in prior calendar year (January 1 - December 31):    0
CWD sampling target met in prior calendar year (January 1 - December 31) (Yes, No, N/A):    N/A
Total number of CWD test eligible cervids on March 31 of current year:    2
CWD test target by December 31 of current year (10% to a maximum of 30):    1
Number of CWD samples submitted since January 1:    0

Note: All natural deaths 12 months of age and older must be tested for CWD even if such testing will exceed the 10% minimum 
requirement.

REMARKS:

TB test reports submitted to Albany do not have official ID.

REVIEWED BY:
REVIEWED DATE: 07/10/2019

REPRESENTATIVE PRESENT FOR INSPECTION: Babette Corelli
ownerTITLE:

Jane Lewis



NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND MARKETS
DIVISION OF ANIMAL INDUSTRY

10B AIRLINE DRIVE, ALBANY, NY 12235

Rating:

Page 1 of 2

CERVIDAE OPERATION REPORT - CWD SPECIAL PURPOSE HERD - AI-808

12/7/20  12:00 pmDATE/TOA:

Amy WillseyInspector: Inspector #: 824

Purpose:

AI-808

Pending Inspection

Dawn Animal Agency
38 William Lain Rd
Westtown  NY  10998

These are the findings of an inspection of your facility on the date(s) indicated above:

1. Fences at least 8 feet in height Not Applicable

2. Fences in good repair, sufficient to prevent escape of captive cervids or entry 
of wild cervids

Not Applicable

3. Cold storage for specimens available (minimum 72 hours) Not Applicable

4. Records of all purchased additions, natural deaths, hunter harvested, 
slaughtered and escaped cervids on file

Not Applicable

5. All introduced cervids accompanied by movement permits and individually 
identified with 2 forms of officially approved identification

Not Applicable

6. All movement permits on file Not Applicable

7. Records of CWD test results on file Not Applicable

8. All CWD test eligible mortalities sampled in prior calendar year Not Applicable



AI-808 Page 2 of 2

Additional Information for Inspection: 

Cervid Species Infomation:

Species:    Whitetail
# of Animals >= 1 Year:    1
# of Animals < 1 Year:    0

Species:    Reindeer
# of Animals >= 1 Year:    1
# of Animals < 1 Year:    0

TB Examination Information:

Number of animals examined for TB lesions in prior calendar year (January 1 - December 31):    0
Number of TB samples submitted in prior calendar year (January 1 - December 31):    0
Number of animals examined for TB lesions since January 1:    0
Number of TB samples submitted since January 1:    0
Target maximum for TB examination (10% of eligible animals to maximum of 30):    0

CWD Testing Information:

Number of CWD samples submitted in prior calendar year (January 1 - December 31):    0
CWD sampling target met in prior calendar year (January 1 - December 31) (Yes, No, N/A):    N/A
Total number of CWD test eligible cervids on March 31 of current year:    2
CWD test target by December 31 of current year (10% to a maximum of 30):    0
Number of CWD samples submitted since January 1:    0

Note: All natural deaths 12 months of age and older must be tested for CWD even if such testing will exceed the 10% minimum 
requirement.

REMARKS:

Spoke by phone, in process of arranging inspection visit. (Two staff members currently SARS CoV2 positive; others 
being tested)

REVIEWED BY:
REVIEWED DATE: 12/08/2020

REPRESENTATIVE PRESENT FOR INSPECTION: Babette Corelli
OwnerTITLE:

Jane Lewis



NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND MARKETS
DIVISION OF ANIMAL INDUSTRY

10B AIRLINE DRIVE, ALBANY, NY 12235

Rating:

Page 1 of 2

CERVIDAE OPERATION REPORT - CWD SPECIAL PURPOSE HERD - AI-808

3/25/21   4:15 pmDATE/TOA:

Amy WillseyInspector: Inspector #: 824

Purpose:

AI-808

Unsatisfactory30 Inspection

Dawn Animal Agency
38 William Lain Rd
Westtown  NY  10998

These are the findings of an inspection of your facility on the date(s) indicated above:

1. Fences at least 8 feet in height Yes

2. Fences in good repair, sufficient to prevent escape of captive cervids or entry 
of wild cervids

Yes

3. Cold storage for specimens available (minimum 72 hours) Not Applicable

4. Records of all purchased additions, natural deaths, hunter harvested, 
slaughtered and escaped cervids on file

No

Female reindeer NYCN0867, -0868  missing - needs to be properly explained & documented
5. All introduced cervids accompanied by movement permits and individually 
identified with 2 forms of officially approved identification

No

(The male reindeer on most recent incoming permit does have two tags matching the permit)
6. All movement permits on file No

No movement  permit for missing reindeer that reportedly was given away
7. Records of CWD test results on file No

2016 mortality (Blackfoot) not CWD-sampled; missing reindeer = ??
8. All CWD test eligible mortalities sampled in prior calendar year Not Applicable

No mortalities in this past year



AI-808 Page 2 of 2

Additional Information for Inspection: 

Cervid Species Infomation:

Species:    Whitetail
# of Animals >= 1 Year:    1
# of Animals < 1 Year:    0

Species:    Reindeer
# of Animals >= 1 Year:    1
# of Animals < 1 Year:    0

TB Examination Information:

Number of animals examined for TB lesions in prior calendar year (January 1 - December 31):    0
Number of TB samples submitted in prior calendar year (January 1 - December 31):    0
Number of animals examined for TB lesions since January 1:    0
Number of TB samples submitted since January 1:    0
Target maximum for TB examination (10% of eligible animals to maximum of 30):    0

CWD Testing Information:

Number of CWD samples submitted in prior calendar year (January 1 - December 31):    0
CWD sampling target met in prior calendar year (January 1 - December 31) (Yes, No, N/A):    Yes
Total number of CWD test eligible cervids on March 31 of current year:    2
CWD test target by December 31 of current year (10% to a maximum of 30):    0
Number of CWD samples submitted since January 1:    0

Note: All natural deaths 12 months of age and older must be tested for CWD even if such testing will exceed the 10% minimum 
requirement.

REMARKS:

Contact Dr. Amy Willsey 518 225-4628 amy.willsey@agriculture.ny.gov to schedule a follow-up visit during April 
for assistance in getting on-track & fully in compliance with captive deer requirements.

REVIEWED BY:
REVIEWED DATE: 04/05/2021

REPRESENTATIVE PRESENT FOR INSPECTION: Babette Corelli
OwnerTITLE:

Jane Lewis
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