


PHILZOOS: Settingthe standardsfor Philippinezoologicalinstitutions

The PHILIPPINEZOOS& AQUARIUMSASSOCIATION(PHILZOOS)is a non-profit
associationof zoologicalinstitutions, individuals,and organizationswhose primary
aimsare to uphold acceptablestandardsfor zoosand aquariumsin the Philippines
and to promote biodiversityconservationawarenessand action through integrated
conservationprograms.

PHILZOOSwas founded in August 2010 and is an AssociationMember of the
SOUTHEASTASIANZOOS& AQUARIUMSASSOCIATION(SEAZA).



PHILZOOSWelfare& EthicsStrategy

Application of ANIMAL WELFARE& ETHICSprinciples which
would fit Philippine settings and provision of biological,
ecological and veterinary requirements for each species in
collection should be primary considerations in developing
feasible management frameworks for Philippine zoological
institutions.

PHILZOOSaimsto:

- implementexsitu animalmanagementpracticesthat shouldprovide
eachanimalin collectionthe bestpossiblelivingconditions;

- implementethicalmethodsof animalexhibitionsandspecialuse;
- implement zoo & aquarium management programs that would

encouragezoologicalinstitution personnelto understandand apply
animal welfare and ethics principlesin their respectiveduties and
endeavors; and

- ensure that its members adhere to existing Philippine laws and
regulationspertainingto animalwelfareand to standardsasshallbe
imposedby the Association.



PHILZOOSSpeciesManagementStrategy

SPECIESMANAGEMENTfor Philippinezoologicalinstitutions would be the organizedand sustainablepracticeof
managingandkeepinganimalcollectionpopulationsin exsituconditions.

PHILZOOSaimsto:

- developand implement sustainableex situ animalbreedingand population managementprogramsdesignedas practical
andapplicableto Philippinesettings; and

- developandimplementpracticableanimalinformationanddatamanagementprograms.



PHILZOOSConservation& EducationStrategy

Theprimary motivation for Philippinezoologicalinstitutions to contribute
to wildlife speciesand habitat preservationand protection efforts should
be the opportunity to actasprimaryandimportant centersfor biodiversity
conservationactionandeducation.

PHILZOOSaimsto:

- activelyand effectivelypromote appreciationand understandingof wildlife and
natural history to the public, with special focus on the Philippinesand its
indigenousspecies,through the developmentand implementationof education
programsdesignedfor this purpose;

- activelyand effectivelyconveyenvironmentalissuesand promote conservation
awarenessand action to the public,with specialfocuson the Philippinesand its
THREATENEDspecies and habitats, through the development and
implementationof initiativesand advocacyprogramsdesignedfor this purpose;
and

- develop and implement effective and sustainable conservation breeding
programs and relevant scientific researchprojects on ex situ populations of
wildlife, with specialfocuson Philippineindigenousspecies.



PHILZOOS Status 2020

PHILZOOSMember Institutions and other zoosand aquariumsin the country
suspendedtourism operationsupon the PhilippineGovernmentimpositionof
CommunityQuarantinerestrictionsin March2020.

PHILZOOSwasin constantcommunicationwith memberinstitutions while on
CommunityQuarantineto get updateson the statusof operationsandwelfare
of the animals.



PHILZOOS Status 2020

Most PHILZOOSmember institutions are privately-owned (without
government subsidy)and faced real challengesdue to lack of income and
depletingresources. It is goodto note that all (PHILZOOSmember)privatezoo
owners did not waver in their commitment to provide and maintain good
qualitycarefor all the animals.

Governmentoperatedzoosalreadyhave their annualbudgetsreleasedprior
to impositionof CommunityQuarantinerestrictionsandwere able to manage
andmaintainanimalcareoperationsdespitethe lossof revenue.



PHILZOOS Status 2020

PHILZOOSmember zoos launched successfulonline campaigns,primarily
sellingprepaidtickets (whichpeoplecanusewhen zoosare allowedto open)
in their respective websites and social media pages,as well as taking in
donations. There were food and agri-vet supply companies which also
providedin kind supportfor PHILZOOSmembers.

For practical purposes, most zoo-based scientific research support and
collaboration programs (primarily in private-owned zoos) were suspended.
Theseprogramsshall resumeupon recoveryof lossesand return of steady
flow of incomefrom tourismoperationsandcorporatesponsorships.



PHILZOOS Status 2020

PHILZOOSInstitutional MembersςPhilippineEagleFoundationand Talarak
Foundationςwere able to maintain operations of conservationinitiatives,
including wildlife rescue,rehabilitation & release,ex situ managementand
reintroductionprograms,in situ surveysandlocalcommunityengagements.

PHILZOOSInstitutional MemberςDavaoCrocodilePark & Zooςservedas
rescuefacility for more than 500 Indonesianwildlife (which were confiscated
from illegal traders in April 2019). Most of the rescued animals were
successfullyrepatriatedon September2020.



PHILZOOS Status 2020

Community Quarantine restrictions were eased by September. PHILZOOS
coordinatedwith the Departmentof Tourism(DOT)and the Inter-AgencyTask
Force(IATF)on COVID-19 for guidelineson safereopeningof zoos. PHILZOOS
member institutions were able to resume limited tourism operations by
October. There still are select localities which periodically declare stricter
restrictionsaffectingzoooperations.

PHILZOOSmember institutions were able to comply with the imposed
guidelinesand restrictions. However, there is a plan to appeal (for special
consideration)the restrictionimposedon minorsagedbelow15years.





PHILZOOS Status 2020

Whatarewe missingout dueto our currentsituation?

²ƘŀǘΩǎin storefor PHILZOOSandits mission?



PHILZOOS Animal Welfare Science Series



PHILZOOS Animal Welfare Science Series

tIL[½hh{ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ 

Course I: Animal Welfare & Ethics for Zoo Decision-Makers
March 2019 | NinoyAquino Parks & Wildlife Center, Quezon City 

ResourceSpeakers:

BiodiversityManagementBureau
Departmentof EnvironmentandNaturalResources

Bureauof AnimalIndustry
Departmentof Agriculture

DaveMorgan
Wild Welfare

Dr. JuanCarlosT. Gonzalez
Director, UPLBMuseumof NaturalHistory



PHILZOOS Animal Welfare Science Series

Course III: Practical Veterinary Management 1

Course III: Zoo Nutrition Management 1
June 2019 | Bureau of Animal Industry Complex, Quezon City 

CourseFacilitators:

Dr. ShangzheXie
Veterinarian, WildlifeReservesSingapore

Dr. FrancisCabana
AnimalNutritionist, WildlifeReservesSingapore

CourseII focusedon fundamentalsand basicprinciplesof
zooveterinarymedicineandwelfaremanagement

CourseIII focusedon fundamentalsand basicprinciplesof
zoonutrition managementandits implicationson welfare



PHILZOOS Animal Welfare Science Series

Course IV: Practical Veterinary Management 2
August 2019 | Davao Crocodile Park & Zoo, Davao City 

CourseFacilitators:

Dr. KevinLazarus
Director, ZooTaiping& NightSafari

Chairman, MalaysianAssociationof ZoologicalParks& Aquaria

Dr. RomuloBernardo
WildlifeVeterinarian

formerDirector, ManilaZoological& BotanicalGardens

Coursefocusedon managementof mammaliancollections,
with specialattention to practicalveterinaryprinciplesand
welfaresciencefundamentals



PHILZOOS Status 2020

SEAZAWild WebinarSeries| DEC/2020ςFEB/2021

Resumptionof SEAZAWelfareAccreditationς2021

Encouragemore PHILZOOSInstitutional Members to
becomeSEAZAInstitutionalMembers



Philippine Zoo Welfare 
Standards & Guidelines

The Bureau of Animal Industry (BAI),Biodiversity ManagementBureau
(BMB),and PHILZOOSTechnicalWorking Committee, shall work closely
on developinga ZooWelfareStandards& Guidelinesfor the Philippines;

The Philippine zoo standards shall be supplementary to the currently
implemented laws, RA 8485 (as amended by RA 10631) or the Animal
Welfare Act of the Philippines,and RA 9147 or the Wildlife Resources
ConservationandProtectionAct of the Philippines;

TheSEAZAAnimalWelfareStandards& Codeof Ethicsshallbe utilized as
primary reference in drafting the Philippine zoo standards,taking into
considerationaswell theŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎsocio-economicfactors;

A joint BAI-BMB-PHILZOOSTechnicalWorking Group shall be formed to
draft the standards & guidelines and publish a TechnicalBulletin for
implementation.



PHILZOOS Welfare Advocacy & Mission



PHILZOOSSpeciesManagementStrategy
SPECIESMANAGEMENTfor Philippinezoologicalinstitutions
would be the organized and sustainable practice of
managingand keepinganimal collectionpopulationsin ex
situ conditions.

PHILZOOSaimsto:

- develop and implement sustainable ex situ animal
breedingand populationmanagementprogramsdesigned
aspracticalandapplicableto Philippinesettings; and

- develop and implement practicable animal information
anddatamanagementprograms.

PHILZOOSMission:

× Conduct collection and population management
workshops as part of the curriculum for the
PHILZOOSAnimalWelfareScienceSeries

× Facilitatethe developmentof National Studbooks
for Philippine Indigenous Fauna Species in
zoologicalcollections



PHILZOOSConservationStrategy
Theprimary motivation for Philippinezoologicalinstitutions
to contributeto wildlife speciesandhabitat preservationand
protection efforts should be the opportunity to act as
primary and important centersfor biodiversityconservation
actionandeducation.

PHILZOOSConservationMission

inform

inspire

involve



All the calamityand catastrophewe are experiencingare
dueprimarilyto our collectiveneglectof the environment
and nature. In response,we in PHILZOOSshallutilize our
influence and platforms to advocate for proper action
andto makea realdifference.



ENDCOMMERCIALTRADE,COLLECTION& CONSUMPTION
OFWILDFAUNA& FLORA!

Dialoguewith those in power and position to reconsider
infrastructure and developmentprojects which will cause
unnecessarydisruption,destructionand degradationof the
environment,natural resourcesandbiodiversity.

Protectthe Wild. Preserveour Future.




